
■  4 Ways to Help Before Dec. 31         ■  Beyond a Basic Will         ■  3 Actions You Can Take Right Now
INSIDE

Dedicated to Excellence—at Home and Abroad

“…and that plush, super-charged Minnesota sound is back with a new 

edge of tenacity. They played Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony as if it were 

a resounding declaration, and Vänskä took big pride in those classic 

ringing trumpets, sleek winds and gloriously bottom-heavy strings.  

The match here has always been thrilling the conductor’s dynamism  

on the podium plus the powerful engine of this band and now there 

seems something irrepressibly triumphant about it.” 

Kate Molleson, The Guardian, August 24, 2016

 

The Minnesota Orchestra is on a roll, and it isn’t about to 

stop any time soon. Back in the international spotlight, the 

Orchestra was highly lauded across Europe in August. The 

Orchestra performed in Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Edinburgh 

and Lahti (Finland) to great critical acclaim, as you can see 

from the quotes above. 

 In addition to wonderful performances, music director 

Osmo Vänskä demonstrated our dedication to cultivating 

the next generation of musicians by leading a special “Side by 

Side” rehearsal with the Vivo Symphony Orchestra in Lahti, a 

philharmonic orchestra of young players (ages 16-24) from all 

over Finland. Our “Side by Side” rehearsal method provides 

an innovative and immersive way for Minnesota Orchestra 

musicians to mentor students in youth symphonies at home 

and abroad with wonderful results.

Continued on Page 4

“The string section is phenomenal, its cut-glass precision and 

expressive responsiveness make it one of the best in town this festival…

‘Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5’ was everything it should be in the  

hands of Vänskä: bold, boisterous and utterly brilliant…Pure  

musical dynamite.”

Susan Nickalls, The Scotsman, August 25, 2016

You can inspire the next generation.  
Contact us today to discuss how you can  

support the Minnesota Orchestra.

The 
Musical Legacy

Concertmaster Erin Keefe, Rehearsal with students in Lahti, 
Finland 2016. Photo credit: Greg Helgeson
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Give cash. Cash is the simplest way to give to support our current needs. To 

document a cash gift of any amount, you must have a dated receipt from us. Make 

certain you receive one. A canceled check provides sufficient documentation only 

for gifts less than $250.

Give appreciated stock. When you give appreciated stock to us, we’ll sell it and 

you’ll eliminate all the capital gains tax you would have paid had you sold it. Your 

gift will be deductible at its full fair market value on its date of delivery if you have 

held it for more than one year.

Donate an insurance policy. A gift of a life insurance policy you no longer need 

makes a perfect year-end gift. To qualify as a deductible gift, our organization must 

become the policy owner. For most types of insurance policies, your tax deduction 

is usually the cost basis or the fair market value of the policy—whichever is less.

Make a gift from your IRA. If you are 70½ or older, you can transfer up to 

$100,000 directly from your IRA to a qualified charity such as ours. The transfer 

generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even if you do 

not itemize your tax deductions.

The end of the year will be here before we know it. Start planning now for how you want to make an impact this year. 

There are many ways to give to our organization, several of which offer attractive benefits for you while supporting our 

important work. Here are four popular ways to help before the year comes to a close:

4 Ways to Help Before Dec. 31
Make a Difference With These Tax-Smart Gifts

Can’t Make a  
Gift Today?

Consider including a gift to us 

in your will or living trust. This 

flexible donation option allows 

you to make an impact without 

giving up any assets today. Even 

a small percentage of your estate 

can make a big impact. Return 

the enclosed reply card to request 

sample language to share with 

your attorney to complete the gift.

Contact us for helpful tips  
about getting the most  
from your gift this year.

The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax 
advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. 
Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only and 
are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes 
include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law 
may impact your results.
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Make updates. Update your will or trust after significant life 

events, such as a change in marital status, death, birth, or moving 

to another state. Remember that tax changes occur often and may 

alter the effectiveness of your estate plan.

Choose someone you trust. Choose a personal representative, 

also known as an executor, to handle the various responsibilities 

of administering your estate. This could be a close friend, family 

member or experienced financial institution.

Appoint a financial representative. Known as a power of 

attorney, this person handles your financial affairs in the event that 

you are unable to do so yourself. 

Make your life-sustaining wishes known. Draft a living 

will, which spells out your preferences for medical treatments you 

would and wouldn’t want to keep you alive. 

Check up on insurance plans. Evaluate your life and medical 

insurance periodically. Make sure that you have enough to cover 

changing needs.

Watch your investments. Your finances are your future. Meet 

with a financial expert to ensure your investments are still meeting 

your goals.

Give a gift. Take advantage of the annual gift exclusion, 

which allows you to give up to $14,000 to any number of people 

in 2016 without the gifts becoming subject to gift tax. 

Support a favorite cause. An unlimited amount of money 

can be given free of federal gift and estate taxes to a qualified 

charitable organization, such as ours, during your lifetime or  

at your passing.

Appoint a health care agent. This person handles  

your health care decisions in the event you are unable  

to do so yourself.

Your estate plan is an 
opportunity to leave a 
lasting impression of the 
values that define your life. 

Our FREE guide How to Plan for Your 
Heirs will help you make the impression 
you want. Simply complete the enclosed 
reply card for your copy.

DON’T MISS  
OUT ON MAKING  
YOUR STATEMENT

Beyond a Basic Will
9 Ways to Upgrade Your Estate Plan

FREE
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Return the enclosed reply 

card to request your FREE 

guide How to Plan for Your Heirs.

Visit our website to learn how 

we will use your gifts to support 

the Minnesota Orchestra.

STEP 
2

Contact us if you have 

any questions about helping 

the Minnesota Orchestra with a gift 

this year or in the future.

STEP 
3

STEP 
1

FREE

3 Actions You Can Take Right Now

Feel free to contact us if you have any questions 
about the timing of your gift or your eligibility for 
a tax deduction.

Minnesota Orchestral Association
1111 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 371-7138

minnesotaorchestra.mylegacygift.org

Dedicated to Excellence—at Home and Abroad
Continued from Page 1

Right on the heels of the Minnesota Orchestra’s triumphant 

return from Europe, the Orchestra was invited to perform at the 

opening Vikings football game in the new U.S. Bank Stadium 

in Minneapolis, stunning the crowd to silence with beautiful 

renditions of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony and “Purple Rain” 

as a tribute to Prince during halftime. We received enthusiastic 

worldwide media coverage, raising awareness about our 

Orchestra across the globe and to more than 66,000 people  

who witnessed the stadium performance firsthand.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We are so proud of these accomplishments, and we know 

that none of this would be possible without the support of  

our loyal audiences and patrons. Our extraordinary season of 

classical music at Orchestra Hall this year promises to reach new 

heights in so many ways. You inspire the Minnesota Orchestra 

each day, to become bigger and brighter and better than  

ever before.

 As we strive for the highest level of excellence for this 

generation of music lovers and the next, we hope you will help 

us reach those levels through your support and investment in 

the future of this organization. If you haven’t thought about it 

already, please consider including the Minnesota Orchestra 

in your estate plans as a way to support the Orchestra’s work 

into the future. Making the Minnesota Orchestra part of your 

legacy is a wonderful way to invest in the music you love.

Osmo Vänskä conducting the Minnesota Orchestra for an 
audience of 66,000 people at the Minnesota Vikings’ 2016 
home opening game. Photo credit: Travis Anderson


