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MUSICAL DIPLOMACY

T     he Minnesota Orchestra made history once 
again in August 2018, becoming the first 
professional U.S. orchestra to tour South 

Africa. Following an incredible performance at 
the prestigious BBC Proms festival in London, the 
Orchestra embarked on a five-city tour of South 
Africa, taking part in a very special celebration 
honoring Nelson Mandela on the 100th anniversary 
of his birth. 
 During the trip, our beloved musicians and 
Maestro Osmo Vänskä worked side-by-side with 
music students, collaborated with South African 
musicians, singers, composers and leaders, and fully 
engaged in a meaningful cultural exchange with the 
people of South Africa. They returned to Minnesota 
playing stronger and more beautifully than ever. 
 The Minnesota Orchestra continues to elevate its 
reputation on the world stage, touching people not 
only through beautiful music but through musical 
diplomacy—the idea that music and the arts can 
connect and unite people from different backgrounds 
and cultures.
 As a supporter of the Minnesota Orchestra, through 
your donations, attendance and advocacy, you are 
part of making this musical diplomacy possible.  

 As you consider your important role and your love 
of music, we hope you will consider making the 
Minnesota Orchestra part of your legacy. As you plan 
for the future, including the Minnesota Orchestra 
in your estate plan can be as simple as naming the 
Orchestra as a beneficiary of your retirement fund or 
life insurance policy. It is a wonderful way to make a 
significant contribution to an organization you care 
about, while still providing for your loved ones and 
maintaining your current lifestyle. 

For more information about different ways you can support the Minnesota  
Orchestra through your estate plan, please contact Emily Boigenzahn at 
(612) 371-7138 or eboigenzahn@mnorch.org. 

The Minnesota Orchestra in South Africa 



THE LAUREATE 
SOCIETY

Preserving the Minnesota Orchestra’s 
World-Class Stature Into the Future

The Laureate Society was established 
to recognize and express appreciation 
to those who have remembered the 
Minnesota Orchestra in their estate  
plans through wills, living trusts or  
other deferred gift vehicles.

Benefits of Laureate Society membership:
     •  Invitation to the annual Laureate 

Society luncheon with Minnesota 
Orchestra musicians

     •  Backstage Tour of Orchestra Hall
     •   Invitations to Open Rehearsals and 

other special events
     •  Green Room intermission receptions
     •  Recognition in the Laureate  

Society roster

GIVE FROM YOUR IRA
n IRA is an appealing way to save for retirement: Make a 

contribution and enjoy tax savings. But eventually, that tax 
bill comes due—when you take your annual distributions and 

again when you leave your assets to heirs. If you want to avoid the tax 
bite and make an impact on the Minnesota Orchestra, consider a gift 
from your IRA. 

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY
If you’re 70½ or older, you can use the IRA charitable rollover to 
make a tax-free gift to the Orchestra. This law allows you to transfer 
any amount up to $100,000 annually directly to a qualified charitable 
organization without paying income tax on the distribution. Additional 
benefits include:
 • You’ll see the difference you’re making today. 
 •  You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer doesn’t generate 

taxable income or a tax deduction, so you benefit even if you don’t 
itemize your tax deductions. 

 •  Your gift can satisfy all or part of your required 
minimum distribution.

MAGNIFY YOUR IMPACT AFTER YOUR LIFETIME
Regardless of your age, you can give from your IRA by naming the 
Orchestra as a beneficiary of your account. This is a great option for 
extending support from your IRA beyond your lifetime. 

Here’s how:
 1.  Decide what percentage (1–100) you would like us to receive.
 2.  Contact your IRA administrator for a change-of-beneficiary form,  

or simply download a form from your provider’s website.
 3. Name us and the gift percentage on the form.
 4. Return the form to your IRA administrator.
 5. Let us know about your plans so we can thank you. 

©  The Stelter Company—The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney 
or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject 
to change. State law may further impact your individual results.

FREE GUIDE! You can make 
a big difference with just a little 
effort by designating the Minnesota 
Orchestra as a beneficiary of 
your retirement plan assets, life 
insurance or commercial annuities. 
Learn more by requesting our 
FREE guide The 3 Easiest Ways to 
Leave Your Legacy by returning the 
enclosed reply card.
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